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CHARLES STEDMAN. 

Communicated by Edward W. James. 

Alexander Stedman, born in 1703, died in 1794, became an 
advocate and was a Jacobite, and after the battle of Culloden 
with two brothers, fled the country, and settling in Philadelphia, 
was in the course of time made a judge of the Supreme Court, 
but being a Loyalist, he, after the Declaration of Independence, 
returned to England, and died at Swansea, Wales. His wife was 
a Miss Elizabeth Chancellor, daughter of an immgrant from 
Somerset. Their second son, Charles, was born in Philadelphia 
in 1753, and educated at William and Mary College for the law. 
He was a Loyalist like his father, and was appointed a commis- 
sary in the army under Sir William Howe. He afterwards com- 
manded a rifle corps composed of colonists from the Palatinate. 
He was twice a prisoner, and each time was sentenced to be 
hanged as a rebel, but managed each time to escape. He was 
twice severely wounded. After the Eevolution he retired to 
England on the half pay of a colonel, and was one of those who 
examined and settled the claims of Loyalists. "In 1794 appeared 
his History of the Origin, Progress and Termination of the 
American War." In 1797 he was, through the influence of the 
Marquis of Cornwallis, appointed to the office of deputy control- 
ler and accountant general of the revenue of stamps. He died 
June 26, 1812. He married Mary Bowen, by whom he had one 
son, John, who became judge of the Court of Admiralty at Gi- 
braltar, and in 1857 compiled a genealogical memoir of the fam- 
ily. (Abbreviated from a sketch of Charles Stedman by J. S. 
Cotton, in Vol. LIV. of the Dictionary of National Biography.} 



MARY BLAND'S DEATH. 
Letter op Henry Lee. 1 

Leesylvania, May 13th, 1761,.. 
Dear Brothers — I received yours before night, the same 
day my mother died, with that melancholy ace* w"* gave me such 
a shock I never before felt; her amiable deportment to all in 

1 Communicated by Dr. E. J. Lee. 
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general and her maternal tenderness and affection to us in par- 
ticular, makes our loss almost inconsolable, and with Jeremiah 
in his Lamentations, cry out, "that there is no sorrow like unto 
my sorrow wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me, my eyes do fail 
with tears, my bowels are troubled." This ought to comfort us 
when we consider that she lived such a life that she dared to die 
and is now translated from a world of misery to everlasting hap- 
piness. That we may emulate her good example and with the 
Holy Psalmist, in her, "Mark the perfect man and behold the 
upright," that our end may be like his and that of our most ex- 
cellent mother, who lived universally beloved and dies generally 
lamented, excelled by few if equalled by any. 

Mrs. Lee's great desire of being at her interment and the dis- 
tance so great that for us to reach Lee Hall in time ****day 
would be impracticable, but propose to be there by Wednesday 
night to attend the funeral on Friday, to pay our last tribute of 
duty and gratitude ; when I hope the same will be conducted in 
that suitable manner and with the respect due from children to 
the last remains of the best of mothers, the best of women and the 
best of friends. A favourite text in the Bible Psalms she choose, 
w ch is marked down in the old family Bible, w ch I believe my sis- 
ter Ball can shew, and it was her desire that Mr. Currie should 
preach her sermon. I think notice ought to be given of the same 
in the Parish churches of the neighbouring countys and that the 
church would be the proper place. The two Col°. Blands in par- 
ticular and all her relations ought to be invited. Mrs. Lee de- 
sires that her son Henry may be there, I shall bring Charles 
down to go to school. 

My heart is too full to say more on this doleful subject, but 
must conclude with the most brotherly love and aff tn for my sister 
and you both. Henry Lee. 



HUNG FOE NEGKO MUKDEK. 

Williamsburg, Nov. 23, 1739: 

This day 7 of the 9 malefactors who received sentence of 
death at the last General Court were carried from the public 
prison to the usual place of execution and were hanged, viz. : 
* * * Charles Quin, an overseer, and David White, an accessory, 



